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  THE HARBOURMASTER’S REPORT 

We start the 2019 boating season with 
lovely weather, an almost full club and a 
warning from the EA about low river 
levels. I'm sure none of our members 
would dream of going through a lock and 
leaving a paddle open or even going 
through a lock at all. [I think this is called 
irony, Ed] Over the glorious Easter 
weather very few boats were used. Why 
is that? 
 
On a more serious note, we have always 
been able to moor behind the old 
clubhouse, and have done so lately even 
though the estate has not included that 
area in our draft lease and has asked us 
not to.  However, we have decided to 
enforce this ban and have dismantled the 
second water point, (thanks John 
Borland), and erected signs. We have 
modified the slipping trolley so that boats 
can be slipped without trespassing and 
ask everyone to make sure they don't 
bump into the concrete walkway when 
turning their boats round. The concrete is 
badly undermined by the flow of the river 
and could fall away from the building at 
any time and we don’t want to be held 
responsible. 

Ant Button 
 

THE SECRETARY’S NOTES 
Those of you who were at the AGM will 
remember that we were trying to recruit 
members to take part in a Heart-Start 
class at the clubhouse.  Well, we now 
have 11 members taking part on Monday 
13th May at 6 30pm at the clubhouse.  If 
anybody else wants to attend please let 
me know as soon as possible.  No doubt 
tea and coffee will be served. 

>>>> 
 

>>>> At a recent committee meeting it 
was decided that in future members who 
wanted to use mooring number 1 (the 
work mooring) should book it with the 
Harbour Master for a specific time rather 
than on an ad-hoc basis.  This will be 
much fairer and people will be able to 
plan any work they want to undertake.  
Obviously there may be emergencies 
but even then it would be best if you 
could contact Ant on 07703 483330 or  
massey65@btconnect.com 
 
A bit of good news!  We will be having a 
Battle of Britain Fly Past at our Open 
Day this year.  At the moment it will be a 
Spitfire but if there are any additions 
they will let us know. 

Mike Parsons 
 

THE TREASURER’S ACCOUNT 
Thank you for all your direct 
payments of fees into the bank, it 
makes my job a lot easier. 
I came home from work today wondering 
if this boat will ever see the river so I 
thought I would share a picture with you 
all of what it looks like in case it never 
does. Shhh, don't tell John I shared it!!  
 

 
 

Jane Penniston 
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NOEL TOWNEND - LIFESAVER AND 
SUPERHERO. 

Four years ago I made a raft out of 
some redundant decking and six 
twenty gallon barrels. Each barrel is 
strapped to the frame with two ratchet 
straps. I checked the condition of these 
straps recently and found they were 
frayed and worn badly. 
I was authorised to get new straps and 
with Norman's help got the raft on the 
slipping trolley ready to change them. 
Noel was at a loose end and 
volunteered to help. 
He started on one side and we started 
on the other.  We couldn't understand 
why Noel, on his own, was making 
progress faster than us two working 
together. We seemed to have to lift the 
raft to get the straps on and poke out 
loads of twigs and dead leaves whereas 
he didn't... 
 
Eventually he said, "Shouldn't those 
straps go round the frame as well as the 
barrels?"  I felt like Tom and Jerry when 
they did something stupid and had the 
head of a jackass drawn on them.  We 
had been busily putting the straps just 
round the barrels and you can imagine 
what would have happened when we 
refloated the raft.  Thank you Noel. 
 

 From your Idiot Harbourmaster. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME ABOARD! 

 
Stephen & Judith Wild 

 
Simon Atkins 

Cattleya 
 

Carol & Paul Graves 
 

Wayne Clarke 
Ballianne 

 

We all hope you enjoy your 
boating at E.B.C. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS 
Not an awful lot to report in this 
edition, even after a long break but 
perhaps that’s not surprising.  It’s been a 
hard winter so there is not really a lot to 
report. The only news that would have 
filled the pages would have been the 
proposed planning application for 
Warmington Mill but that appears to be 
on the back burner for the time being 
and we hope that is the last we hear 
about it. If there had been an earlier 
edition I could have included some 
photos from the Annual Christmas 
Lunch but those of you on our facebook 
page would have seen them anyway.  
 
I have attached the change of date for 
our Fitting Out Supper but most of you 
will be aware of that.  I hope some more 
members contact Gillian as there don’t 
appear to be a lot of members coming 
so far, so contact her now!! 

The Editor 
 


