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E.B.C.4YOU  
THE COMMODORE’S ADDRESS 

Firstly, I hope that you are all keeping 
fit and well despite the current situation. 
On that note I had to make the decision 
to postpone the AGM and also to close 
the Club House taking into account the 
Government guidelines. Therefore, I 
asked Mike Parson our Club Secretary to 
communicate this information to you.  
I do hope that in the fullness of time we 
will be able to go on our boats and enjoy 
whatever is left of the season; however 
only time will tell.  The Environmental 
Agency (EA) appear to have done a very 
good job for us, bearing in mind the very 
wet winter that we had and it seems that 
they have spent quite a lot of money on 
the Nene and are continuing to do so. 
Although the navigation fees do keep 
going up at least we can see some return 
for our money! 
With regards to the lease I am keeping in 
fairly close contact with Sir William and 
had a meeting with him and his daughter 
recently. Unfortunately, there is no 
chance at the moment of a new lease 
until the Mill has been let. However, he 
has said to me that he does want us to 
continue with the boat club and is happy 
with the way we maintain the site.  
When the Country is back to some form 
of normality, we will re-arrange the AGM 
and I look forward to seeing you all on 
the river once more. 

John Ellis 
 

THE SECRETARY’S NOTES 
Of course, there’s not a lot to report.  
A few members have said they will have 
to pay their fees later than the usual date 
of the 31st March because of employment 
and money issues during the current 
crisis. 

>>>> 
 

>>>>   We understand this and therefore 
we will not be charging a late payment 
fee as in other years.  However even 
though we cannot use the club facilities 
we still have to pay rent, etc so we are 
grateful to all members who have paid 
already and hope to see other members 
fees ASAP. 
Attached to this newsletter is our events 
calendar.  As you will see the fitting out 
supper has already been cancelled and 
the other dates are all provisional.  We 
will of course inform everybody whether 
or not they are taking place nearer the 
time. I am sorry if all this seems a bit 
negative but it will get better, I’m sure. 

Mike Parsons 
 
 

Memories of a Happier Time  
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THE HARBOURMASTER’S REPORT 
It would be all too easy to be downcast 
and miserable just now. Most of us with 
boats, which we are being told we can't 
use, as the journey to get to them is a 
non-essential one. I've just read that 
anyone noticing people arriving at their 
holiday homes should report them to the 
police for breaching government 
guidelines. I suppose the person 
responsible for this officiousness hasn't 
got a second home/ boat. 
Now that the persistent wet weather 
seems to be behind us we ought to be 
grateful to the Environment Agency 
(there's something you don't hear very 
often) for managing the river levels so 
well over the winter.  At the club it didn't 
once come close to being a real 
problem.  
Most of you will have seen the results of 
our pollarding session, which 
unfortunately had to be stopped halfway 
through as the tree surgeon had to return 
to other pre-booked work. It now looks as 
if we might have to wait until next spring 
to finish it. 
I am grateful to David Buffham who is 
keeping on top of the grass-cutting. I 
think we will just strim the far bankside 
until we are all allowed out again. 

Ant Button 

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS 
I just want to say thanks to the 
members who have contributed to this 
copy of the Newsletter.  I was a bit 
worried there wouldn’t be enough 
material but it’s brilliant.  Thanks again!! 
Can we have some more for the next 
newsletter. 
 
Mmm, walking for my exercise the other 
morning and as usual if people were 
getting close, we either crossed the 
road, stood in somebodies’ path or hid 
down an alleyway.  As I looked at other 
folk doing the same, I realised it was like 
a choreographed routine.  A Coronavirus 
Square Dance! 

The Editor 
 

EGRET 

RED KITE 
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  Oh, to be in England - now CV is here 

Elton Boat club will be celebrating all that is English at its Imaginary Open Day this 
summer. 

Enjoy a glass of Elderflower cordial, with optional gin, and wander around the many 
events we have planned for you on this glorious summer day. 

Sing old English Folk Songs such as The Ash Grove, Lincolnshire Poacher with the 
Rusty Singers. 

Join the watercolour for beginners painting class for No-hopers - takes place behind 
the mill overlooking the pond. 

Watch the Fly fishing and coarse fishing demonstrations - from a distance. 
Hear what our stretch of the river was like in the 1950s as BB historian talks about 

Summer on the Nene. 
Enjoy our home-made Steamed bacon and onion clangers, cheese at one end for the 

vegetarians, served with locally grown new potatoes peas, carrots and beans. 

Follow with Strawberries and cream lashings of both, strawberries sparkling as the 
sun melts the sugar and makes the juice run. 

And when you have taken all this in, climb aboard for a boat trip. Cruise up the river 
and see for yourself the birds, flowers, cattle and sheep and witness just how beautiful 

is this place with which we are blessed. 

Pam Austin (Jarver) 
 

THANKS TO CANALBOAT FOR THIS!
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A Happy Mishap. 
Ann and I had enjoyed more than ten years with Tilly at Buckden Marina on 
the River Ouse. However, even a good marina can lose its charm after a while, 
and the time seemed right for us to move on. We'd enjoyed visiting the River 
Nene before, but it took quite a long time to get there and back for a holiday, so 
we planned to stay about three months moored at Yarwell Mill. There we could 
enjoy the campsite facilities (showers and toilets and local pubs particularly!) 
driving home to Essex between visits.  Our daughter (who lives in March) 
offered to ferry us back to our car when we had arrived. At the end of the season 
we intended to return to the River Ouse to a different marina for the future.  
We had been promised a mooring over the phone by “Tim”, but on arrival at 
Yarwell Mill Country Park, we were told they knew nothing of Tim, nor any such 
mooring agreement, and they only did annual moorings anyway! Phoning “Tim” 
(who happened to be at someone’s wedding at that moment!) we discovered 
that in fact he had moorings just up River of Yarwell Mill. No toilets! No 
showers!! In dismay we carried on upriver, with Ann anxiously studying the River 
Nene handbook to find somewhere else to moor Tilly. That night was spent at 
Elton Lock. We walked to the Red Lion at Warmington, only to find that they 
didn't serve supper on a Sunday, so we had to walk all the way back to the 
Black Horse in Elton!  
On the Monday we called in to the Elton Boat Club, because Ann had read that 
they might let us have a ‘short term’ mooring. There we were met by very 
friendly and welcoming members who told us that ‘short term’ did not stretch to 
several months! More like only several days!  Our hopes were dashed until Jill 
and Chris pointed out that the combined joining and membership fee for a year 
would be great value for money - in fact probably less than we would spend in 
our old marina for just three months. We filled out an application form, which 
was to be considered by the Committee the very next Sunday. However, we 
would need to attend the meeting, to have a “little chat”! 
Our cruise continued gently upriver including Aston (the Chequered Skipper) 
Oundle (for fuel, shopping and showers) and Wadenhoe. (The Kings Head) 
We returned to the EBC on the Friday in time for Ant to show us to a vacant 
mooring on the north bank, followed by an excellent supper at the Red Lion. Our 
car was recovered on the Saturday from Buckden with the help of our daughter 
Sue. Then we spent a leisurely day on Sunday walking to Fotheringhay for 
lunch, packing up the car, and awaiting the dreaded INTERVIEW by the Club 
Committee. The Chairman asked us: What could we bring to the Club? Living in 
Essex we couldn't offer to do regular jobs like grass cutting or routine 
maintenance, but we offered to support the Club’s social events such as the 
Open Day, giving boat trips on board Tilly. Mentioning that Ann had experience 
in catering seemed to ‘tick a box’, and we later heard that we were “in”. 
The rest, as they say, is history - and a very happy history at that! We've given 
up any idea of returning to the River Ouse for the foreseeable future. The 
scenery from our mooring is as beautiful as a John Constable painting, and full 
of wildlife, the Clubhouse facilities are great, and above all, the Club members 
are unfailingly helpful and friendly. How could we ever think of leaving?  
And just to think, that if we hadn't messed up our holiday mooring at Yarwell, we 
might never have found this haven of peace, beauty, and friendship. A happy 
mishap indeed! Thank you all!  

Brian and Ann Main. (Tilly.) 
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Thanks to Simon Atkins for this.   
Answers in the next edition of EBC News 
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 SOCIAL DATES – 2020  
 

OF COURSE ALL EVENTS MIGHT 
BE SUBJECT TO 
CANCELLATION 

 
FITTING OUT SUPPER CANCELLED!!! 

 
 
 

SUMMER EVENT 
EVENT DETAILS TO BE POSTED LATER 

 
OPEN DAY 

SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 
 

THE RETURN OF 
 THE FORTISSMO SWING BAND 

 
HELP REQUIRED TO SET UP MAIN STALLS 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO GIVE BOAT RIDES 
 

LAYING UP SUPPER 
SATURDAY 7 NOVEMBER AT 6.30PM 

EVENT DETAILS TO BE POSTED LATER 
 

HOT FOOD AND DESSERT WILL BE PROVIDED 
£5.00 PER PERSON 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
SUNDAY 13TH DECEMBER AT 12 NOON 


