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Tamaroa’s Progress! 
Apart from thanking those members who have kept the grass in some sort of 
order through the lockdown, and to say that there is almost full availability on 
the slipway there is nothing harbourmasterish to report. 
Some of you may be wondering when, if ever, Tamaroa will make its way back 
to its mooring. Once it became a bit clearer that we may be allowed to use our 
waterways again I thought I ought to start getting insurance and the river 
licence.  
You can't get a licence without insurance and you can't get insurance on a 
boat like mine without a survey and not many surveyors are qualified on 
wooden boats. 
The one that I engaged came out on Wednesday and said it would take him 
six hours to go right through it. When he asked me how long it had been out of 
the water I fished out the original invoice from Don Jones and was amazed to 
see it dated September 2012!!  
Much sucking of teeth and stroking of beard then ensued. He spent a full three 
of his six hours hitting it all over with his hammer listening for "ring" and 
watching for bounce. 
I couldn't watch this so retired to my barn to finish off my restoration of my old 
American truck, something I was much more at home doing than rebuilding a 
boat. 
I took the man a cup of tea and he warned me all sorts of movement was to be 
expected and he couldn't guarantee that the rivets would all hold and similar 
comments designed to make me concerned that the hundreds of hours and 
thousands of pounds I've lavished on the boat might have been better spent. 
I await with trepidation his written report and only then can I get an insurance 
quote so it will still be several weeks before it can go back in the water. In the 
mean-time I shall take Derek Doyle's advice and cover the bilge with old 
towels etc and keep them wet so as to begin the rewetting process. The 
surveyor thought this an excellent idea but was very much against other 
advice I'd received which was to flood the inside with water as this weight 
might push the planks off.! Since Don poured gallons of tar into the bilge there 
is no bare wood for water to soak into so it will be a slow process.  Watch this 
space!!  
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  THE SECRETARY’S NOTES 
As you will know, because of the 
Coronavirus, we cancelled the AGM that 
was due to be held on the 29th March.  
The Committee has decided to postpone 
it until next year because of the 
uncertainty of re-scheduling it at the 
moment.  However, there are only two 
items that have to be decided at an 
AGM, the acceptance of the year 
accounts and the membership of the 
committee.  With regard to the former, 
the audited accounts will be sent out to 
all members in the next few weeks and 
as we have co-opted Mandy Allan and 
Simon Atkins to the committee as per the 
constitution; John Ellis has agreed to 
carry on as Commodore until next year.  
This being so it makes sense to 
postpone. 
 

WANTED!!!!! 
 

Jane Penniston has had to resign as 
Treasurer as both she and John have 
health problems.  I’m sure you will all join 
me in hoping that they both make a good 
recovery as soon as possible.  It does 
mean of course that we need a new 
Treasurer.  I am doing the accounts 
temporarily and I can assure anybody 
who wants to take them over that Jane 
has kept them very straightforward with 
an easy to use spreadsheet.  If anybody 
is interested, please contact me to find 
out more about the way they are 
constructed and we can take it from 
there. 

Mike Parsons 

THE COMMODORE’S ADDRESS 
There has been a lot of discussion 
about the meeting with Sir William and 
his daughter with regards to the future 
car parking at the club. This all depends 
on whether the old club house building is 
to be let to a lady in the textile business, 
as yet she hasn’t signed the lease, if she 
does sign the lease, she will require the 
car parking opposite the 5 bar gate into 
our current car park. Our car park within 
the post and rail fencing will remain ours 
but we think that it may be necessary to 
have extra parking at the back of the club 
house.   
 
We have had an initial conversation with 
the estate regarding the car parking at 
the back of the club house and it will be 
accessed through our existing car park 
and down the side of the clubhouse, 
should this become necessary.  Ant 
Button has E-mailed Sir William on this 
subject and as yet has not had a reply. 

On another note I was disappointed to 
hear from Sir William’s daughter that 
someone recently engaged in a 
conversation with the estate painter who 
was working in the old club house. That 
person was less than complimentary 
about the estate in general, also when I 
went to have a meeting with Sir William 
he was annoyed that some of our club 
members had objected to the possible 
gravel extraction, which shouldn’t affect 
the club for another 5 years. 

These two events have made it far more 
difficult to negotiate a more permanent 
lease with the estate. I would please 
remind all club members to be careful not 
to make negative comments about the 
estate in future, as this could have a 
negative impact on us securing the 
lease. 

John Ellis 
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Solar Panel 
I love my mooring at EBC but once thing I miss from the marina I was at 
before is the ability to charge my domestic battery on mains power. My boat 
is set up with a 110ah battery for engine starting and another 110ah for 
domestics. I've got an Isotherm 12v fridge on Cattleya that draws 3.6amps, 
since batteries are really only good for half their rated amp hours that allows 
15 hours running on the fridge before recharging is required. Last year I had 
to take the battery home a couple of times mid season for a charge, keen to 
avoid that in the future I looked into installing a solar panel.  
 
Solar panels come in rigid glass or flexible panel options, I opted for a flexible 
panel which can be mounted directly on the cabin roof. I did a quick power 
audit which consisted of working out how much power I would typically use if 
I visit the boat for a day without running the engine. From the power audit I 
decided a 100w panel should provide enough amps for what I need. The next 
choice was what type of controller to buy, these come in two different types, 
the cheaper PWN type or the more expensive MPPT type. Researching on 
the internet I decided on the MPPT charger which is more efficient and also 
allows the system to be upgraded with a second solar panel in the future if 
required.  
 
An order was placed for a Renogy 100w flexible panel and a Rover MPPT 
controller capable of handling 20 amps, well above the 5 amps the panel will 
produce. Wiring everything up was very simple, I used 2.5mm2 cable which is 
capable of carrying the current with minimal loss over the 2 metre length of 
the cables. I purchased cables pre-fitted with MC4 connectors for the solar 
panel, these simply attach to the controller using screw connectors. Two 
further 2.5mm2 cables run from the controller to the batteries via a fuse. 
Installation took around an hour and other than adding crimped connectors 
for the battery no special tools are required.  
 
The result is I'm getting around 4 amps in sunlight under the trees at the far 
end of the south bank and around 0.5 amps in cloudy conditions, in full 
midday sunlight away from trees I should get 5 to 6 amps. 
 

                  
 

Simon Atkins 
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BIRD QUIZ ANSWERS 
1.  Pheasant   2.  Curlew 

3.  Corn Bunting   4.  Nightingale 
5.  Spoonbill   6.  Kittiwake 
7.  Toucan   8.  Kingfisher 
9.  Nightjar   10.  Waxwing 
11.  Nuthatch   12.  Magpie 

WELCOME ABOARD! 
Barry Hills 

 
Haphika 

 
We all hope you enjoy your 

boating at E.B.C. 
 

Yet another reason why we are such a lucky club.  Thanks 
Simon 

A Locky Incident 
Going downstream through Cotterstock Lock, I opened the 
guillotine gate, clambered down back on board and was about 
to cruise out when a small dinghy piloted by an elderly military 
looking gentleman accompanied by two small children started to 
cruise into the lock! 
I shouted (politely, of course) “Excuse me, can you reverse out 
so I can get clear?”  He replied, indignantly “I didn’t realise you 
were coming out.”  I shouted at him, “Well that’s the bow, the 
****** pointy end!” “Well”, he shouted, "it doesn’t look very pointy 
to me!”  

Mike Parsons 
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FAMOUS SHIPS AND BOATS QUIZ 
Can you name the ships from the clues given? 

 
1. Prime Minister Ted Heath’s yacht. 

2. Captain Ahab’s ship in “Moby Dick”. 
3. Raft used by Thor Heyerdahl in 1947. 
4. The flagship of Christopher Columbus. 

5. Captain Pugwash’s ship. 
6. Tea clipper moored at Greenwich. 

7. Liner sank by German U-Boat in 1915. 
8. Cruise ship in “Carry On Cruising” 

9. The ship that bought Dracula to England. 
10. The ship captained by Captain Smollett in Treasure Island. 

11. Nelson’s flagship at Trafalgar. 
12. James Onedin’s first ship in “The Onedin Line” 

13. Sunk by French Intelligence in Auckland in 1985. 
14. Carried the first pilgrims to the US. 

15. The ship that took Shackleton to the Antarctic. 
16. Ship Francis Drake sailed around the World 

17. Ship Francis Chichester sailed around the World single-handed. 
18. Ship that carried Darwin on his expeditions. 

19. The ship that Jason sailed to hunt the Golden Fleece. 
20. Boat that Quint used to hunt for Jaws. 

21. Henry VIII’s warship that sunk in The Solent. 
22. Captain Hook’s ship in Peter Pan. 

23. Tanker that sank in Alaska in 1989. 
24. Ship built by King Caspian X of Narnia. 

25. Light cruiser berthed in the Pool of London. 
 

Thanks, Mandy Allan 

And finally, we couldn’t have our open day and VE Day celebrations so 
thanks to Gill Pammenter for these piccies!! 


